
but for what Imi beru mid t>y roy friend from South
Carolina, [Mr. "»- ] I should have contented uiy»elf to

leave I Ilia measure tu Ik voted on without auy word of
mice in iu tx-bnlf. The report of the able chairman of the
Judiciary Committee [Mr. StSJiTON, of Tennessee] ii go

forcible and conclusive upon the men la of thin claim, that
I deemed it uIlerlv uuiifiruurr for me, although iny con-

¦titueuis are interested iu it, and it relate* to a transaction
in w hich my State is historically interested, to obLrutli-
mysel f. aa I very seldom do, (and of this the House will
bear me witness,) on its atteutiou. Therefore, 1 shall not
now undertake to go fully into the uiurits of this claim, if
the (icnilrman from Tennessee has not presented it with ft

force w hich will carry conviction to the mind of the House.
1 shall tie unable tu succeed any better.

I (hall direct mv remarks almost exclusively to a reply
to the gentleman from South (Jaroliua. He has made an

argument which 1 think will not bear the test of scrutiny,
lie undertaken to prove it an unjust aud improper claim.
\\ hat aruuuteut did he adduce to prove it? IJe nrsi went
hack to the action of the department under the law of
1 823, arrayed against us the word''late in the English
version of the treaty, which, however, does uot occur in
the Spanish version.

Bui, fir. his remurks in reference to the act of 1834 them¬
selves render harmless any force that might otherwise have
aliiu bed to this poiut in the argument he made in bring¬
ing to the attention of the House the fact that the Congress
ol the United Htates, acting upon the responsibility which
con'ruls that l>ody. acting upon the same responsibility
which prompts the gentleman from South Carolina now to

op|>oae this measure, feeling. I trust, ail the conscientious¬
ness iu regard to the proper discharge of duty which lie
feels, 1 shy, the Congress of the United States, under these
circumstance#, by its solemn act, recognised and adopted
the fact that these claims came wilbiu the meaning of the
ninth article of the treaty of 181V.
Now, sir, of what avail is it to urge the objections of

SenctxIlea of llie Treasury prior to 1834, w hen the act of
Congrtws stands forth upon your statute-book asserting
that it whs intcudtd to provide for these claims under the
treaty of 1819? They were intended to have been provi¬
ded tor under the act of 1823, and before the passage of the
act of 1834 those citizens of Florida who were Spanish sub¬
jects w neii the injuries were inflicted were prettsiug their
claims for adjudication and settlement. Hut the Secretary
ol the Treasury, attaching importance to the word "late,"
ill the treaty, upon which my friend from South Caro¬
lina hue dwelt, but which, I think, was not intended
to exclude tlnse claims, refuser to allow and pay
tkcui. During this time, there had been presented at the
treasury ot the United States, by citizens of East Florida,
claims amounting to about $40,000. These were all that
had then been considered; and when Mr. White, the dele¬
gate from Florida, slated that he did not believe the whole
amount of the claims arising under the act of 1834 would
amount to more lli.in $42,000, I have no doubt he stated
what ww his honest belief. And the insinuation, the
charge of fraud, made by the gentleman from South Caro-
linn agaiust Mr. White, falls to the ground when we re-
membcr the circuuiHtances, and the fact that these were all
the cl.iims that at that time had been presented for adjudi¬
cation under the act of 1823.

Mr. OliR. If the gentleman will allow me, I eipressly
disclaimed any purpose to cast any reflection either upon
IIr. Everett or Mr. White. I expressly disclaimed any pur-
fiose of charging either of them with the intention to com¬

mit a fraud upon Congress.
Mr. MAXWKLL. Well, sir, the gentleman from South

Carolina charged that a fraud had been committed upon
the House, aud intimated that it was through the state¬
ments then made that it was perpetrated. I do not see how-
lie escapes from the position of having made that charge;
but, as lie has disclaimed any such intention, I have noth¬
ing further to say upon the subject
Now, sir, I come to prick this bubble which the gentle¬

man has flaunted before our eyes to frighten us from our

propriety. In order to prove that this claim is a fraud, he
brings statements from the Treasury Department, which he
has read to the House, setting forth certain allowances that
have been made, which, iu his opinion, are not only wrong,
but monstrous. These claims, sir, were allowed after hav¬
ing undergone the investigation of judicial officers of the
United States, nnd ufter having undergone the scrutiny of
the guardian of the funds of the United States in the
Treasury Department; anil if there had been anything
about them so flagrantly improper as to shock the sense of
propriety of any honest man.if there had been anything
that would iuduc« a fair-minded man to come at once to
thu confident conclusion to which the gentleman from
South Carolina seems to have come.that the claims were

fraudulent.they would have been very likely to have
caught some glimpse of it. But, sir, they did allow them,
and we have not one tmrticle of evidence that they snw

any impropriety in the allowance.
The geutlemnti reads that an allowance has been made

for loss of crop on the Greenfield plantation in 1812 of
$82,000, and then undertakes to bring discredit upon the
claim I.ot;i au assumption of the fact that the allowance
was for an ainouut which the claimant was not entitled to.
know nothing about that I know nothing of the losses

sustain- d by any of these claimants ; but 1 do say that the
tiict whether a large or smalt amount of property was de¬
stroyed in any particular case cannot enter into the con¬

troversy as proof that a fraud has been perpetrated. There
is no evidence to show that the cotton, or the crop, for
which the claimant referred to received $82,000 would not
have brought liitn that amount if he had been allowed to
carry it to market

Rut the gentleman says that some of this cotton is placed
at fifty cents per pound. Well, sir, he knows, as every¬
body knows, that the price of cotton in 1812, and in 181*.'!,
bore no proportion to the price the same article has borne
since the war closed. The war of 1812 occasioned a great
rise in the price of cottoD, and i am informed that ordinarv
cotton then brought from twenty-five to fifty cents. But,
when we consider the different classes of cotton, when we

speak of that description of cotton which can only lie pro¬duced upon the islands along the shores of South Carolina
and Georgia, and upon the main land in Florida.the Sea
Island cotton.you hare, as the gentleman from South
Carolina himself must admit, a sufficient explanation of
the prices indicated in the paper he has read. Sea Island
cotton always brings three or four times as much as the
ordinary classes, so that, computing the ordinary classes of
o11on at any rate then borne, the class raised mostly in
East Florida would bring certainly uot less than iifty
cents. Hence, neither the fact of the price per pound, nor
the aggregate amount of the claim, can furnish any evi¬
dence that the claim itself was not to the full extent al¬
low «d a just one.

But there are other facts going to show that this chargeof fifty rents per pound was not too much. The Secretary
"f Treasury finally adjudicated ujion the claims, and he
must have been aware that the price charged was about the
market price of that day. Sir, can any gentleman In this
hall presume for a moment thai a judge of Florida would
have permitted, and that the Secretary of the Treasury-would have permitted, a claim to be paid the mere state¬
ment ol which was enough to shock the moral sensibilitk*
of an honest man, as it has seemed to shock those of un¬
friend from South Carolina? I think it is a conclusion
which no gentleman who has respect for high officers of the
government could possibly arrive at.

think the explanation I have given, so far as the crops
are concerned, is sufficient. And in reference to the allow¬
ance for crops which the party was prevented from ma-
king, and which is held up before the House as a greatbug-bear, there is, in the facts, a conclusive demonstration
that this portion of the claim was properly allowed it the
Treasury Department. Sir. the army in 1812 and in 1813
went into Florida, not making its march across th- line
and redli ning, not confining its stay to a week and then
going l ack, not confining its injuries to one day, or one
week, or one month, or one year, but extending through
those seasons of the years 1812 and 1813 when the plantershould be most active to save, and also most active iu his
labor to produce. 1 ask you. sir, if what has been said by
the gentleman from Tennessee if not, in refereucc to this
particular point, a sufficient answer to the objection made
by my friend from Houth Carolina. If these claimants,having their plantations ready to receive the seeds which
were to bring forth the products by which their fortunes
were to Iks made, or the product* upon which they were to
live, were prevented froui sowing those needs and tillingtheir soil by the o|>eralions of the United States army, irn-
properly there.and the government of the United Slates
has, by itg subsMpient action, admitted that it was improp¬erly there I ask if there is not induced bv that fact as
much obligation on the part of the United States to pay for
the damages sustained by that prevention as there is to
pi> for losses sustained by the destruction of growingcrops? I submit it as a proposition which no rentleinanwill or can deny, that there is as much jujti'ce that we
should pav for the former class of damages as for the lat¬
ter. I take it that this mpervisory officer, as the gentle¬
man from South Carolina calls him. would not have suffer¬
ed such a claim to |>ass his scrutiny hut for the fact that
he was satisfied that the position of the army towards
those persons who were prevented from mining their crops
was such as to bring the same liability on the govern¬
ment as if grow ing cn>|>* hud actually been destroyed

Mr. OKK. I do not like to interrupt uij- friend from
Florida, but I would like to ask him how it was possible
for the Secretary of the Treasury to satisfy himself so thor-'
ou^lily as to reject claims which were made out in Florida
by ex part* testimony, without anybody to cross-examine
the witnesses or to reduce the amount of the claims?

Mr. KERR. I Hm informed by a gentleman who was
chief ilervof the Treasury IVpartinent at the time when
fl"'*e claims wete scrutinized, that the Secretary of the
Treasury, suspecting that the interests of the governmentha f not been sufficiently guarded, demanded them, and in¬
structed the district attorney of the Uuited States to defend
the rights of the government He did appear liefore the
court, cross-examined the witnesses, and defended the
rights or the government, and finally Informed the deiiart-
taetit that ho believed the claims were all jo»L
..

®r- ?'lR,, ' have no doubt that the gentleman from
Jiorth Carotin* has receive.) the information which he'
¦peaks of, but it is new information to me. I desire the
gentleman now to give us the name of the chief clerk who

that (latemeut, and to sfate further whether he en-1

dorae* lire statement, *ud »ijetiirr be know*, of his own
knowledge, that it i* true.

Mr. KERK. Undoubtedly not, I**»use I waa not here at
the tiiue 1 nut Terr youug aiau in thole days.

Mr. MAXWELL. An to tbe transactions before the
judge* before whom these claims were first presented, I
hare do knowledge; but a* to tlie recent cases which hare
t>eeii tried before tbe judicial oflicers of Florida I do
know that tbe United State* government ww represented
by its district attorney. What may hare taken "place prior
to that I cannot say. I believe that the case referred to by
Ibe gentleman from South Carolina is one of those that
come within my own knowledge.

Mr. OKIt. 1 beliere that it was presented under the act
of 1849.

Mr. MAAW ELL. W rll, sir, the act of 1849 did not give
them any powers, or iui|>ose u|»ou them any duties differeut
from those which before existed. It only granted an ex¬

tension of tune to those claiwauts who bad not presented
their claims. It dors not, therefore, rary the position of
facts in that counexion.

Mr. Speaker, tlie fair presumption is, that whatever the
judges of Florida might hare been disposed to do, the Sec¬
retary of the Treasury would have scrutinized these cases,
and would uot hare allowed one of theui lo l>e paid, un¬

der that sujierrisory power which he claims for himself,
unlets he had been satisfied that it was not only within
the prorisions of the trebly, but just in the amount claim¬
ed. I do not rest this upon mere presumption. The fact
is, that all tbe Secretaries who have hud anything to do
with the.be claims huve scrutinized them to such an extent
as to reduce some of them in amount, not only so far as in¬
terest was concerned, but in the principal, also and I aui

uot sure but that they hare disallowed tome of them al¬
together. However that may be, It is certain thai they
did scrutinize theui to sudi a degree that many of them
were cut down, and largely cut down. Why was this done?
Because the Secretary of the Treasury was satisfied that
the amount allowed was greater titan ought to have l>een
allowed. Now-, sir, the very fact that he did, in other cases,
direct his mind uot only to the propriety of the claims, but
lo the amount, must satisfy us that in this case, which is
presented us an enormity, he must have had his mind di¬
rected to that |>oint, also.

V\ ith the explanation which I liHTe made in reference to
the declaration of Mr. White, that the Florida claims
would probably not amount to inore than $40,000, and
the explanation I have made in connexion with the claim
which lias been referred to by the gentleman from South
Carolina, 1 do not feel that it is nec«*»suty lo sur more upon
those particular points.

Let me return now for a few moments.for I shall not
trespass upon the time of the House much longer.to the
gist of the argument of the gentleman from South Caro-
liua. Take away from him the prejudice which he mar
have created in the minds of members by the production
of the papers which he has read, and the statement of the
enormous amounts which have been allowed.take away
from him the prejudice which muy have been created in
the minds of members bv the fact that the Secretaries of the
Treasury have uniformly rejected this claim for interest,
and direct your minds to the main question, the real point
involved, and 1 ask if the gentleman has said a word
touching it ? No, sir he has not reutured to argue that
claims of this character, supposing them not to be fraudu¬
lent, ought not properly to be allowed by the government
of the I'nited States. His citation of authorities aids hiui
none in this argument, so far as the main merits of this
question are concerned, because the decision he has refer-
red to does not declare, us the law of this country, that
where damages have been sustained by citizens, and the gov¬
ernment has enforced the rights of its' citizens, those citizens
are uot entitled to full satisfaction, not only for prcqierty
lost or destroyed, but also for the losses occasioned by the
detention of that property, or for the injury sustained by
the failure to repair the loss.
Now, sir, in what position is this government to stand if

it refuses the payment of claims of this character ? Why,
from the day when our flag was lirst unfurled, down to
the hour when we are engaged in discossing this question,
through all our history, the government of the I'nited
Slates has never urged a claim in behalf of its citizens
against another government that it has not insisted on.

aye, and obtained.satisfaction, not only to the full amount
of the Tulue of the property lost or destroyed, but indem¬
nity for the detention of property. That hus been the uni¬
form practice of" this government, ft is proved to be so by
all the records in your State Detriment; and not only is
this good international law, hui it is good civil and com¬
mon law. Hut it is unnecessary for me to discuss that
The gentleman from South Carolina shrinks from the main
question involved in this resolution. I say here that he
has not touched the merits of it at all. Suppose the court
did dismiss the Ferreira case because of the want of juris-
''C'i?on (^ocs decide thnt there is no merit in the claim
itself? Suppose hat the Secretaries of the Treasury hare
refused to pay interest because they are in the habit of re¬

fusing to pay interest: docs that affect the merits of the
question itself ? This joint resolution i9, I suppose, in the
nature ofan appeal from the decisions of these Secretaries
who hare, as 1 beliere. mistaken the law by which they
should hare been governed, and have substituted depart¬
mental usage as superior to the law of nations. This reso-
lution, sir, comes before Congress to correct these decisions
and such usages of the department as are in conflict w ith
the plain duty of the government.

Mr. Speaker, I have very little more lo say with re¬

spect to these claims, and really I should not have troub¬
led the House nt all with the subject but for the impu¬
tations thrown on some of those to whom I am indebted
for my position here, and in whose reputation 1 have a

deep interest. But for these imputations, I say, I should
not have felt myself called upon lo say a word in addition
to the very lucid exposition of this question made bv the
honorable chairman of the Judiciary Committee, fMr
Sta.ntox.J Having said thus much, "i will add only a
word or two.
Now, then, cut away all ibu covering which the gentle¬

man from South Carolinn has thrown around the main
trunk of this question.take all that away, and every gen¬

tleman in this House will admit thai these collateral is¬
sues these incidental questions and subjects, should not af¬
fect the merits of the main question itBelf. Cut away all
that. I say, and then we have a principle which my friend
from lt'iinessee truly says has been approved and enforced
by all the courts in the country. There is not a single in¬
cidental opinion, not a single obiter dictum, nothing to de¬
stroy or interfere with its uniformity. Now, then sir
should we not rather inquire into the main merits ofthe ques-
tion, should we not rather inquire into the correctness of the
decision of the Secretary of the Treasury.for that has been
one of the things discussed here.tlinn into these mere
collateral questions ? Sir, this is an ap^l from all
parties who have had any connexion with it to the Con¬
gress of the United Stales, whose duly it is to do justice
and right to its citizens and to all the world. And what 1
lmve to say further is, that when the Congress or the gov¬
ernment of the United Slates refuses to recognise this ns a

principle on which it will indemnify or satisfy the claims
of foreign citizens when urged by foreign governments.
then the time has arrived when it must retrace its steps
and no more demand from any foreign government satis-
faction to the extent it has always heretofore demanded it
1 his is not a mere question affecting these clniins. It is a

question of high public |K>licy, a question affecting our in¬
ternational relations, and affecting vltallr the rights and
interests of our citizens everywhere.
Mr STANTON, (interrupting.) Will the gentleman

from Florida allow me to slate, in connexion with this
portion ot his remarks, thnt 1 lmve here copies of two let¬
ters, addressed by Mr. Caldcron de la Barca, late Spanish
minister to this country, to the government of the United
.States, as to some of these claims held by persons residing
in the island of Cuba, merely to show that this is a ques^
tion ot treaty ob igmtions, and one to be determined by the

Fow, '),,c °f ,he"e lcUers rert,ls fol-

" Mr. Calderon do la Hare, present, bis compliments to
Mr Clayton, Secretary of State of the United State,. a.,|
enclose* herewith a copy of a memorial which he hat re¬
ceded from the representatives of n number of her Catholic
Ma|e.t_v s subject* residing in the i.lsnd of Cuba, who are
claimnnla under the ninth article of the treatv of 1811* with

Joh^nmPAnJ P oftMr tht Hon. w! Co*
" The memorialist* Insist thst by the treaty and the law.

the hxeeutne of the < nited States I. hound to pay the entire
amount of the?, <»f the court* ; And present numerous
argument* of high authority to .u.tain their claim

Helier ng these judgment, of the court, to be in con-
formity with the eipres, stipulations of the treaty, and the
public law which control, rach deeuion*, Mr. Calderon de
a Barca respectfully lav* the copy of the memorial and letter
before Mr Clarion, and invite, the attention of hl« govern
ment to the subject, not doubting that the Kxecutire will
give it the early and favorable consideration which i. claimed
by the memorialists.
" Wa.hisoto*, December 3, Ht49."

. h^ fMAX WE.LL sir- " K°od illustration or
hat I was saying. These claims are not confined to citi¬

zens of Honda, for some of the Spanish subjecls who suf-
Injury by the incursion of the American army, on the

a^T.0',. U emigrated to Culm

demJnV, n°W 1 "ml "K'-v U,ro»Kh minister, are

UieT '

ed
°f j"',ti0e fr°m th* Of

.
ThiP tforernment, bv nolemn treaty

their King, undertook" to satisfy iheiV
wJ^Lr ,KU* m thlS Ttrr «"¦* ,her° arises a question
wwl« 0f teT! *i!l the other
{ c

or'd and declare that it will not par that

[ know Ti !'." '"r.demand, fbrli own
in^ttrUJiZ*,L'!ri. 'Vht:"'r ,h" r|aim lloded .0

Hut this do f.; 11 ? r* minister is in prosecution now.

. k. Z"ir:,;'rr,'"..w
that this government baa ke(,« then, wrongfully out of'iat
isfrtjtion for these_ losses, tin gorernment of the United
State* is foi bid, br it* ow n prerious act* *nd b^ all it,
historr, from declaring that It will not par, to tbe'full «
tent, the demands so made Should this gorernmem seek
to deny this. Spain herself could present a roll against it
in which the like demand has been insisted on in hehalf o"
cltiiens of the United States and not merely insisted on
but where payment wa* made.not payment alone for the

value of the uro|*rty (t th« time it wu destroyed, but pav-
rnent for such value, with the addition of the value of the
use of that property from the period of ita lots to the period
when pavuient wan made for iL
Now. sir, can the government of the Coiled States, with

a watchful regard for it* luture international relation*
with that spirit of justice which it would hare dealt out to
itself and ill citizens, and which it ou|rht to be prepared t»-
ileal out to all other*.can this government take a position
to-dar in contravention of *11 it» past history* and of ail
the previous wit of It* authority That it will be doing
if we reject these claims.
When our goveruiueut, in behalf of citizens who may

have suffered losses at the hands of a foreign power, shall
demand redrwa in the shape of damagss for tbe destruction
or detention of property, then she will be met by this sol¬
emn legislative act of ours, and then will it he said, iliat,
as she would not allow damage* to others in cases of a sim-
ilar character, she has no right to claim them for her citi¬
zens.

Having submitted these views upon great international
principle*, irrespective of the demands of these particular
claimants, 1 leave the justice and merit of these claims to
the judgment of honorable members, believing that a

proper presentation of them would carry conviction to
every mind.

1 had promised to renew the demand for the previous
question. but. with the leave of my fricud from Tennessee.
Mr. Stajito*.] 1 will not press it now. Itecau&e 1 w ish it

distinctly understood that the friends of this bill have not.
at any time, manifested a disposition to avoid the fullest
discussion compatible wkh the condition of other import¬
ant business.
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SENATE.
After our report of yesterday's proceedings closed, Mr.

SUMNER moved to amend the bill under consideration.
the bill to protect officers and other persons acting uuder
the authority of the United Slates.by striking out all after
the enacting clause, anil iuserting in lieu thereof the fol¬
lowing
" That the act of Congress, approved 8epteml»er 19th,

1860, usually known as the fugitive slave act, be, and the same
is hereby, repealed."
The question being taken, the motion was not agreed

to.veas 9, nays 30.
At a few minutes past 12 o'clock, the question was aken

on the passage of the bill, and it was ngreed to.yeas 20,
nays .as follows:
YEAS.Messrs. Adams, Badger, Havard, Boll, Henytmia,

Bright, Brown, Clay, Dawson, Douglas, Fitzpaliick. Geyer,j (iw in, Hunter, Jones of Iowa, Jones of Tennessee, Matlory,
Mason, Morton, I'earce, Pettit, Rusk, Sebaetisn. Shields.
Slidell, Thomson of New Jersey, Toucey, Weller. and
Wright.29. INAYS.Messrs. Brainerd, Chase, Cooper, Fesseudes, Gil¬
lette, Seward, Sumner, Wade, and Wilson.#.
On motion, the Senate then adjourned.

EXECUTIVE COMMCNICATIOKB.

The PRESIDENT pro tern, laid before the Senate a roes-

sage from the President of the United States, i»_compli¬
ance with a resolution of the Senate of the 21 k- inst., re¬

questing him, if not incompatible with thepublir iuterest,
to communicate^*) the Senate a copy of the letl-r of the
minister from Peru, Joaquin J. de Osnm, to the Secretary ol
State of the United States, dated November 17, '.852, coil-

taming propositions for the settlement of the controversy
in regard to the Lobos islands; which wus read and, oil

motion by Mr. MASON, it was laid on the table and or-

dered to be printed.
The PRESIDENT prolan, ulso laid before the Senate a

message from the President of the United States, transmit-
ting a communication from the Secretary of tbe Interior,
and recommending that the appropriation therein asked
for be made w hicli w as rend and ordered to be referred
to the Committee on Finance and printed.
The PRESIDENT pro tnn. also laid before the Senate a

communication from the Secretary of War, transmitting,
in compliance with n resolution of the Semite of the 17th
instant, the report of Col. Fuller fl late survey of the Bed
river ill the region of the raft, with the accompanying
map; which w as laid on the table und ordered to be
printed.

MEMORIALS, PETITIONS, ETC.

Mr. SEWARD presented the memorial of 0. l.udwjg
Richter. praying Congress to make an appropriation tor
a brotir.e monument in commemoration of Thomas Jeffcr-
son. and that he may l>e employed to execute the same;
which was referred to thtf Committer on the Library.

Mr. G WIN presented the petition of I). O. ShaUuck, pray-
ing a revival of the act of 23d February, 1854, suppleiucti-
tal to the act to ascertain and settle private land claims in
the State of California which was referred to the Commit-
tee on Private Lands Claims.

rRINTtNU or POCCMENTS.

Mr. JOHNSON, from the Committee on Printing, reported
a resolution directing the printing, for the use of the Sen¬
ate, of ten thousand copies of the several reports of surveys
for a railroad to the Pacilic, made, under the direction of
the Secretary of War, aud also ol tiie rc|>ort of W. lender,
civil engineer, of a survey of a railroad from Puget's
Sound, bv Fort Hall and the Great Salt Lake, to the Missis-
sippi, and the report of John C. Fremont of a route for a

rail load from the head-waters of the Arkansas river into
the State of California, together with the maps and plates
necessary to illustrate the same; which was agreed to.

RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED.

Mr. .MORTON submitted a resolution requesting the Sec-
retaryofWar to communicate to the Senate the result of
the late survey in Florida, made under an appropriationj- provided in the act of Congress approved August 3, 1852,
or so much thereof as relates to the line examined between
Cedar Key and Amelia island: agreed to.

Mr. HELL submitted two resolutions, directing the Com-
mittee on Commerce to inquire into the expediency of in¬
creasing the salaries of the local inspector" of steamboats al
Wheeling and Nashville, aud the Committee on Naval At-
fairs to inquire into the expediency of authorizing the Sec¬
retary of the Navy, alter giviug due public uotice, to con¬
tract for a period of five years wilh the lowest bidder for a
sufficient supply of water-rotted hemp at the same price,
and raising the test to 4,40(1 lbs. upon a ro|>eonc and three-
quarter inches in circumference: agreed to.

Mr. CLAYTON submitted a resolution requesting the
President of the United States, if not incompatible wilh the
public interest, to communicate to the Senate topic# of all
documents on record or on file in regard to the settlement!
of the controversy in relation to the Lobos islands, and
without which, it is stated by the Secretary of Slate, the
subject cannot be properly understood agreed to.

Mr. RUSK submitted a resolution requesting the Secre¬
tary of State aud Postmaster General, if not incompatible
with the public interest, to communicate to the Senate any
correspondence w hich has taken place on the part of the
United States with the British government on the subject
of the existing postal treaty betw een the two governments,
in addition to that contained in Senate executive document
No. 32 of the 32d Congress. 2d session, as communicated to
the Senate by the President of the Uuited States under
date of 3d February, 1853 : agreed to.

JOINT RESOLUTION PASSED.

Mr. \\ At.KER asked und obtained leave to introduce a

joint resolution explanatory of ari act |mssed August 3,
1854 which was read three times by unanimous consent,
and passed. It has reference to the amount of lands in¬
tended by that act to be given to the State of Wisconsin
tor the improvement of the Fox and Wisconsin rivers.

DIPLOMATIC AND 1'ONSlLAH SYSTEM.

Oil motion by Mr. MASON, the Senate proceeded to the
consideration of the bill from the House of Represent*-
live# to remodel tbe diplomatic and consular system of the
United States which was read. It is a very long bill,
containing twenty-seven sections.
Mr MASON proceeded to explain the bill, aud showed

the necessity for its passage. Although it might not in ail
res|K'ets conform to the views of all th« members of the
Senate, yet he thought it would l>e well to jmss the bill
just ns it is, and make such modifications hereafter as may
be found necessary, rather than jeopard it by sending it;back to the House of Representatives with amendments.
He thought the country was under great obligations to the
very able gentleman who prepared the bill in the other
house, (Mr. Pkrkinh. of Ixiuisiana.) The prominent fea-
tures ot the bill are these It atiolishes the offices of charge
d affaires and minister resident, and all those functionaries
are to l>c placed on the grade of ministers plenipotentiary.
It takes away the outfit and infit in every instance, and
gives them a fined salary ; and there is also a provision
that the salary is not to commence until the minister en¬
ters ii|M>n the duties of hi* office, and it shall cease when he
ceases to perform those dutiws

Mr. SEWARD inquired what was the act of commencing
his duties: was it the time when heemt>arked, or when he
reached hiJ declination?

Mr MASON thought the projier construction of the lan-
gnage of the bill would be, that his duties commence when
he is accredited at the court to which he is sent; and the
salary would cease when the duties of his office terminate.
that is. when the minister takes his leave The effect of
this would l>e to prevent the |*yment of double salaries for
the same mission, as is now sometimes done. These double
salaries continue, upon an average, in each mission about
four months in a year, when Ihe appointment* overlap one
another thus amounting U> alaiul Ihre^ thousand dollars
a yar to a full mission. Tbe bill also prohibits any ruin-
ister from l*ing al«ent from his post murt than ten days
without leave from the Pren.lent ot the nite.i >t»ies. and (
if anient more than ten da\ < either w ith or v ithout leava.
his salary is to cease. This was a very necessary reform. <
Another provision is, that none hut citizens of tbe United )

h*'I* «. foreign missions, or are to be
. ..

"**e lo the *n.bi«e« of the government
Mr M also u.ted ihut the bill made a saving to 0,e

errrtmrs v*
given. Ji likewise define* Km- duties of the United State*
consuls, and prescribe* th« fee* which they shall charge for

Mr BROWN thougllTtWe was an inequality in the prac-
tfo al operation of the hill. A ministry to England oould
reach Ins destination in twelve or fourteen da\s, ami at a
coal of between one and two huudrcd dollars while a

minister to ( luna would reuuire four or fire months to
reach his post before his salary commenced, and it wonld
cost him something like a thousand dollars to get there
The latter would he as liable to lie mailed as the former!
and thus then- would be considerable risk in accenting
these distant missions.

"'I'1''"'1 ,lu" ^e salaries of the distant niis-
sion» had nit-n-wi to rorrn)|«jnd with th* additional
time and expense required to reach iliera. The minister to
China, lor instance, was to receive fifteen thousand dollars

> "bile under the former system but six thou-
aand dollars bus been [mid until rrry rtctutlr, when it was

raised to a full mission with a compensation of nine thou¬
sand dollars per annum, in addition to the outfit and iufit
One reason lor this increase is the distance of the post, and
the expense anil time required in getting there

Mr. IslloH S inquired how it was to he explained, if the
ministers cannot stay abroad under their present imv that
they were exi ted to lie able to stay abroad hereafter
without any increase in the cost of the missions.

Mr. BENJAMIN explained that under the preseut system
the salary was insufficient to meet the expense of livinir
and consequently a miuister could not stay abroad more
than ouc or two years without being obliged to return
home ; and in cousequcnce of the continual change, and
the overlapping of salaries and outfits aud iufits, the actual
expenae to the government was more thuu the present bill
proposed, while the benefit to the individual minister* was
less. It the salary was fixed, there" would lie an induce¬
ment for ministers to remain abroad for a greater lenirth of
time, and thus there would !>e not only a saving to the
public treasury, hut the additional experience which the
minister* would acquire by a longer residence abroad
would prove very beneficial to the interests of ih,- counlrv

ntuFvu.l^ .,ni"rk* Messrs. CLAYTON and'
liAIH.bH, the bill was read a third time and passed.
Mr Ml.M ER then moved that the Seuate proceed to the

consideration ol the poet-office-appropriation bill; hut an
several senators desired to call up other measures, he with¬
drew hi* motion, and gave notice that he should call no

that bill on MoncUiy next.

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES.

Mr. Ht'NTER, from the Committee on Finance, to whom
was referred the bill from the House of Kcpresentatives
making appropriations for the transportation of the Cnited
States mail, by ocean steamers and otherwise during the
year ending the 30th of June, 1856, reported it with amend-
mentg.

Mr. CLA\TON. from the Committee on Foreign dela¬
tions to whom was referred the joint resolution authoriz¬
ing the Secretary of the Treasury to settle the claim of Al¬
fred <i. Benson on the pnnciplesof equity and justice re¬

ported it without amendment.
DIHTBICT OF rott-MHIA.

Alter a short debate on the order of business, the Senate
proceeded, on the motion of Mr. Dawson, to the considera¬
tion oj the lulls on the calendar in relation to the District
ot Columbia.
The bill from the House of Representatives gran tint'

certain additional powers to the corporation of Washington
was considered and amended so as to in.lude Georgetown
after which, it was read a third time ami passed.

1 lie bill trom the House of Representatives nuthori/iiiK
the corporate authorities of Georgetow n to impose addi¬
tional taxes am tor other purposes, was then taken up
Messrs. RISK. DAWSON, BROWN, WELLS, and others,
discussed the bill at gome length. Mr. RPSK moved to

11 on "e 'rtble; which was not agreed to.veas lij na\

1<.as follows:
* ' '

rt? KAS~ Messrs. Badger, Brainerd. Brodhead, Brown
Chase Fussenden, (itzpatrick, (i»i». Hunter, Kusk, Shield*
htuait, Sumner, Wade, Hells, and Wilson.irt.

sonAd|*""' Bright, Cooper, Daw.
son, Oejtr, (ullcttu. Jones "t Iowa. Mason, Morton, Pettit
.Seward, Toombs, Touoey, Walker, Wtiler, and Wright.1?!
The bill having been amended, was read a third time

and passed ) eas 20, nays 13.as follows:
V LAS.Messrs. Benjamin, Bright, Butler, Cooper, Daw

b^til Mall,,r». Mason, Morton, Se¬
bastian, Seward, Slidell Stuart, Thompson of Kentucky
Ihomson of New Jersey, Walker, Weller, and Wright. 20.
N A i S.Messrs. Badger, Bayard, Brainerd, Brodhead

WeMs" and w'iIson.Til! " *.*>'-
INTERNAL IMPROVEMENTS,

,nn",m0t!°" ^.Mr-STrAKT, the Senate proceeded to the
consideration of the internal-improvement bills on the cal-

and 'passed folluwinK Wlls were severally considered

.-in'll m,ak'"K "Impropriations for the improvement of cer¬
tain harbors on the northern lakes.

Bill for continuing ihe improvement of the harbor at Du¬
buque, on the Mississippi river, in the State of Iowa.

Bill to establish a collection district at Cat* Pernetua
f,rt ! .

thf T' n ,tor.v of Oregon, aud to fix the
salary's of the officers of customs therein

HiU to continue the removal of the rocks at Hell Gate
aud Diamond reef, New \ ork harbor.

Bill for the improvement of the Arkansas river

meV.'t .To !"K "" "i'i,r°priation to continue the improve-
u i. r

naT'K*tlon of the Tennessee river

Massach'usetu''0°'"® Wr,,,i" P"Nlc work, ii tta. Bute of

i« u.e srtiri,roferaent of ,he hud#on river-
BiH making an approoriatiou for refunding to the citi¬

zens of \\ ilmington certain money* advanced by them and
expended by the at'ent of the Cnited States in the improve-
ment Of the Cape Fear river, North (;arolina.

'

Newcastle!, W"Uu"'nK the Improvement of the harbor of

Rmiy island^ COtlStruCtion of 11 ,lttrb«r »>' east side of

Hill for continuing the improvement of Mobile bav
0 C('n,,"ue the improvement of the harbor «of

tnnrieston, fc>outh Carolina.
rORTlFICATlONK.

1,1winVrtTT lh.t" !,ro,'w-<U'd ,0 consider the bill for com-
plet ng the torn heat ions at 1-ort Point and Alcatras island

\t i»trv"rD0r Han Francisco, California.
tr. HAZ ARD had no objection to the hill, hut thoutrht

^ W,U"II-V '"'("""''"'t, and moved to amend

thefortificflt o

' "PPropfation of $200,000 for continuing
itic fortification on Pea Patch island

Mr. OWFN, rather than have the bill encumbered with

M?litarv Tff i LU to th? Committee on
i ilitary AtTairs which was agreed to.

PA88KNOEB VESHKUS, BTC.

"i,lKdnBfur,her - po»t-

Ret^l^..v.8L,DEU' bi" fro"' "ouse of

fen T4 P , !'l,r r "I'l-ropriation for military de-

aml pawietl
" " I-«Uia.a. was taken up

|.;.')'r' Alll) M^ed and obtained leave to introduce «

of hiVTri1 U"S,ri"ls iM ,h" ''i-'rict and circuit court"
times a'nd^r ° C"r'ttin ^! W'"Ch

JCOICIAtY HYriTKV OJ' THE KUVnttCT OK COI.I MMA.
On motion by Mr. TOOMBS, the Senate or,,, ,.,.,l,..t . ,i

tore! rJali0" »°K bi" ,r"n' tbe Ho,we ol Representative*
to reorganise the courts of the District of Columhis «.d
.reform «nd Improve the laws thereof, which had been
reported from the Committee on the Judiciary with sundn
amendments.

' "imsumtn

tr, Mr.,,h! 11T1bo»K'' 'be amendments w ould not be agreed
""kin ¦-")«.>

.fitKaSi'ti'S' ""

18. nays 20
h,d' WM not to-yea.

the distncil 'imf 'h°:,Kht th" ^ P^l^iUon to aboli.l,

sr^s?^f31 ««yjrsa XrJsti
now pro«>^d to turn them outoTo^ h#t " "

H« believedUm^mt would 1* defeated
wa, involved in^T °fHD i,"l('I»ndent judiciarv

wi,bont ukin«
The Senate a ijourned.

house or rgprkikhtativus.
Ihe House met at U o'clock, a m.

WWU eXPLAKATIO*.

3f privuI^^'^n^Vhe'rJSS ,hl" beart** 10 . M"«tion
>f the u .

federal constitution each member
lis vo,. '!" ,

««P»wible lor iu actio, "lei.
n the curretu'^rel^^M^ the journal, or

Kortant bilU u,.h
Prc«*edingii again*! it lm-

reaty Utw"Ln tbl*"\ ^Ll vjl f°r <"rT-1 ,n« !«.»'> effe, I the

^4 r&y«ri"r:rH:ru T,
.Wl Ibr,,,. t 11 ^ out tl. j.ruvr.ioti, of aaid bil ..*

.xpose the fKHJ' ,w."boul being permitted to

.^i* dill r !IhKh M ,olhM <^"*0t,oU.ortoex-
s hi* diwentand rote against the bill. He wished now to

'

enter his pn.'ist u|»u the Journal ifaiut neb proceeding*.Mr CLINt.MA.N 1 object, aud demand the touaideia-
tioti i>f irw revntar order

Mr. 0IDDING8. I am In the regular order
The SPEAK"ER Objection being ma.lr.ihegei.xl.mao

can onlr proceed bv uBinimoui content
Mr 010DINQ& Am I not allowed to lUte my queetionof privilege tthe SPEAKER. The Chair does not understand that

lb. gentleman Ims yet titled bit question of privilege.
Mr. GIBD1NCS «tatid hit question of privilege to be.

thai bit diaaen! from that bill had not been entered upon
tbejournal
The SPKAKKK said that the journal waa ourrecti; made

Mr. GIDDINGS said yee; bat ho had not 6e*n pennit-
ted to make hi« views uiiou the subject known, and be
wuhed, aa a matter of privilege, to enter bit protest again*:
the manner of transacting business in the House hall, and
have it go noon the journal of the Hotue.
The SPKAKKK. The ( hair very respectfully decide* that

there i* no rule of the House which authorise* protest* to
b« entered upon the journal.

Mr. GIDDINGS said that he would verr rMportfally ap¬
peal from the decision of the (liair.
The SPEAKER, in Mating the question, aaid that the

gentleman complain* liecauee he was not allowed to make a

speech yesterday, and claim* a right to place hie speech
upon the journal to-day in the tbape of a protest. He did
not know of any rule by which the authorizing of the
spreading of such a document upon the journal could be
made a question of privilege.

Mr. ORR moved to lay tbe question of appeal on the
table.
Mr GIDDINGS asked for the yeas and nay*, which

were ordered; and the question heing then taken on the
motion to lay ou tbe table, it wa* agreed to.yea* 137,
uay* 44.

MXK« t*Tt\ E COMMt'MCATIO*.

The SPKAKKK laid before the House a communication
from the President of the I'uited States, transmitting a let¬
ter from the Secretary of tbe !nle.rior, asking that the ujt.
proprtations therein asked for be made which was laid on
(he taLle and ordered to he printed.

ORDER or KCMNKSS.

Mr. DISNEY stated that the Committee on Public Lands
had matured a certain number of railroad bills, which they
were very desirous to put u|*in their passage, lie thought
that they could lie j i< cd w ithout deltaic, and it whs no
more than justice to the gentlemen interested in the bills
lliat they should tie allowed, at least, to rote upon them
one way or the other.

Mr. HAMILTON. These railroad bill* are the very ones
which 1 wuut to have examined, aud 1 therefore object, and
call for the regular order of business.

Mr. OLDS gave notice that he should nqsirt the usual
post-route bill on Monday next, and move the previous
question to put it upon its pussage.
The SPEAKER announced that the regular order of

business was the consideration of pending amendments to
the civil and diplomatic appropriation bill.

CIVIL AN,t» DIPLOMATIC BILL.

They accordingly resumed the consideration of thai lull,
and the first, question was on concurring in the amend¬
ment appropriating $10,000 to enable the President of the
United States to provide hospital accommodations lor sick
and disabled American seamen at or near the (tort of Ha¬
vana: which was rejected.yeas 711, nays 112.
The question then recurred ou the amendment submitted

yesterday by Mr. Lkti hkr, it being Mr. Houston'* compro¬
mise-tariff bill, proposingjhat articles now paying duties of
100, 40, and 30 percent, shall, ifter the first of July next,pay
80, 32, and 24 per cent., or reducing the present duties on

good*, wares, and merchandise imported into this country
"20 |>er cent. Articles now paying 25 per cent, are reduced
to about 20 per cent., the reduction being u|ion the princi¬
ple of the law of 1840.
On this question the yens and na)s were demanded and

ordered; and the question being then taken, the amendment
was concurred in.yeas 126, nays 82.as follows.
YKA3-.Messrs. Abererombie, Aiken, Jas. C. Allen, Willis

Allen, Appletim, Ashe, David J. Bailey, Banks, list ksdale,
Harry, Bell, Kenton. HI is.-. Mocock, Bovee, Breckinridge.
Bridges, Hrooks. Ca.-kte, Chamberlain, Chastain, Chrisman,
Churchwelt, Clark, Clingtnan, Cobb, Craige, Cutting, John
U. Davis, Thos. Davis, Lie Witt, Dickinson, Disney, Dow-
dell, Dunbar, DuDhain, Kasiman, Kddy, Kdgerton, Kdmands,
Kdniunilson, Thomas D. Eliot, KUitun, Kngllsb. Etheridge.
Faulkner, Florence, Fuller, Goode, Goodrich, Green, Uroen
wood, Grey, Hamilton, Andrew J. Harlan, Sampson W.
Ilarrit, Hastings, Hendi icks, llenn. Hibbard, Houston, Dan
iel T. Jones, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Uolaud
Jones. Keitt, Kidwell, Lamb, Lane, Latham, Letcher, l.ewia,
Lilly, Liudsley, McMullen, McNair, McQueen. Macy, Max
well, May, Smith Miller, Millson, Morrison, Murray, Nich¬
ols, Noble, Olds, Andrew Oliver, Orr, Peck, Peckhaui,
John Perkins, Phelps, Phillips, Powell, Richardson, Thomas
Kitchey, Kutlin, Seward, Shannon, Shaw, Shower, Skelton.
Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, Win. K. Smith, GeorgeW. Smvth, Frederick P. Stanton, Kichard 11. Stanton,
llestor L. Stevens, Straub, Andrew Stuart. David Stuart,
Thurston, Ijpham, Walbndge, Wallev, Walsh, Warren,
Wells, John Wentworth, Westbrook, Wheeler, WUte, Dan¬
iel B. Wright, aud Hendrick H. Wright.126.
NAYS.Messrs. Ball, Belcher, Dc.inett, Benton, llugg,

Campbell, Carpenter, Caruthers, Chase, Cook. Corwin, Cox,
Crocker, Cullom, Curtis, Dawson, Dick, Drum. Kvei hart.
Fsrlee, Fenton, Flattler. Gamble, G hidings Goodwin,
Aaron Harlan, Harrison. Haven, llicster, Howe, Hughes,
Hunt, Ingersoil, Knox, Kurtz, l.indley, Lyon, McCulIoch,
Macdonald, Matteson, Maurice, Mayall, M'cacbam, Middle
swarth, Morgan, Norton, Mordecai Oliver. Packer, Parker,
Pennington, Pratt, Preston, Pringle, Purjear, Ready,Kiddle, David Ritchie, Kobbim. Howe, Kussell, Sabin, Sage,
Sapp, Seymour, Simmons, Holler*. Stratton, John J. Tay¬
lor, John L. Taylor, Nathaniel 0. Taylor, Teller, Tracy,
Trout, Tweed. Vansant, Wade, Walker, Kllihu B. Wash
burne, Itrai I Washburn, Tappan Wentworth, Yates, and
Zolhcoffer.82.

Mr. HOUSTON moved to reconsider and lay the ques¬
tion of reconsideration on the table; which motion w»j
agreed to.
Ou the question, Shall the bill be ordered to be en¬

grossed and read a third time, the yeas and nay* were de¬
manded and ordered and being then taken, it was agreed
to.yeas 120, nay* 74.

Mr. HOUSTON moved the previous question on the final
passa'fce of the bill.

Mr. KDGKRTON gave uotice if that motion should lie
voted down he would move to recommit the bill with in¬
structions to remit duties on railroad iron, and to admit
dyestuB's, dyewood*, and unmanufactured wool free of
dutv.

Mr. MKAC'HAM moved to lay the bill on the table: re-,
jected.yeas 62, nay* 141.

The previous quesliou was then ordered.Teas 116, uav*
91.
The bill was then read a third time and pasted.yeas

126, na;.» 77.as follow* :

YKAS.Messrs. Abererombie. James C. Allen, Willi*
Allen, Appleton, Ashe, David J. Bailev, Banks, Hnrksdale,Uarrv, Bell. Benton, BIi-s, Boeock. Boyce, lireckinridge,Bridges, Brooks, Caskle, Chamberlain, Chs.-tain, Chris-
man, Churchwelt. Clark, Clingmsn, Cobb, Craige, Cutting,John G. Davis, De Witt, Dickinson, Disney, Dowdell, Dun¬
bar, Dunham. Kdgertoo, Kdmands. Kdmundson, Thomas D.
Kliot, John M. Klliott. Klliiou, Knglish, Ktheridge, Faulk
ner, Florence, Fuller, (ioode, Green, Greenwood. Hamilton.
Andrew J. Italian. Sainpa,>a W. Harris, Hastings, Hen
dricks, llenn. Hibbard, Houston, Daniel T. Joju-s, GeorgeW. Jones, J. Glancv Jones, Koland Junes, KeiftTKerr, Kid-
well, Lamb. I.ane, Latham. Letcher, Lewis, Lillv, Lindsler,McDougall, McMullen. Mc.Nsir, McQueen, Mtcy, Maxwell,
May, Smith Miller, Millson, Morrison, Murray, Nichols, No¬
ble* Olds. Orr, Peck, Peckham, John Perkins,Phelps, Phil
lips, Powell, Pratt, Purjear, Ktadi, Uichardeoo, Kiddie,Kobbins, Kuthn, Seward, Seymour, Shannon, Shaw, Shower,
Skelton, Samuel A. Smith", William Smith, William K.
Smith, George W. Smvth, Frederick P. Stanton, Kichard
IL Stanton, Straub, Andrew Stuart, Dai id Stuart, John
J. Taylor, Thurston, L'pbam, Vansant, Walbndge, Walk
er. Walley, Walsh. Warren, Wells. Witte, Daniel B. Wright,and Hendrick H. Wright 1M.
NAYS- Messrs. Ball, Belcher, Bennett, Benson, Bugg,Campbell, Carpenter, Caruthers, Chase, Cook, Corwin, Cox,

Crocker, Cullom. Thos. Davi«, Dawson, Dick, Drum, Kast
man. Kverhart, Farley. Flagler, Gamble, (iiddmgs, Goodwin,
Grey, Aaron Harlan, Harrison, Haven, Hiester, Hill, Howe,Hughes. Hunt, lngsrsoll, Knox, Kurti, Kindle*, l.vmi
McCulIoch, Mm-*, Matteson. Maurice, Matsll, Meacham.
V iddleswarth, Morgsn. Norton, Andrew Oliver, Mordecai
Oliver. Packer, Parker, Pennington. Prestoo. Priniclo. Ds
vid Kitchie. Howe, HumiII, Sabin, Sage, Sa^ip. Simmons,Holler*, Stratton. John L. Tavlor, Nathaniel G. Tavlor.
Teller, Tract, Trout, Tweed, Wade. Kllihu B. Washburne
Isra»l Washburn, Tappan Wentworth. Wheeler, Yates, and
ZolheoHer.77.

aceoaT* raoM coxxirciRa.
Mr. DISNEY, from the Committee on Ifuhlir Lauds, to

whom was referred the Senate bill grauling to the State of
Ohio the iina;>propriate<1 aud untold lands in said State,
reported back lite same with an amendment, in the nature
of a substitute therefor, confirming the selection* of land*
by the Slate of Ohio for canal purpose* made under former
act*. The amendment was agreed to, and tbe bill was
read a third tins' and passed
Mr DISNEY, from the seine oominittee, reported back

Hou*e bill (No. 203) granting tbe right of wav to tbe Wr-
andotte and Pawnee Railroad Company through the pub¬lic land* of the Territory of Kansa*.
Mr McDOUGALL moved to ftmen(1 the bill by extend¬

ing the provision* of the bill to all railroad cocBpaniti-through the Territoriea of the United States and tbe .stale
of California.
A motion »as made to commit tbe bill to the Committorof the Whole on the state of the ITnion ; which waa not

taken.
MV1L ItftVICI Or THK I'KITKD 8TATKK.

On tnotmn of Mr PHKLPS, tbe Hotue then reeolved. ,,
» ««vumw \.

.elf mto the Committee of the V\ h.l, UB th^ of th.
t nion, ( Mr M.ll*.« in tbe chair,) and they proceeded to^pro^riitu-n. fer tbe

T.
PBW-re t.riefly explained the prx,vi.oo* of tbe bill .

he amount of money approp, 1Hted bs the '.,11 and by th. ,

erruled

uiendiueut* which will be wMttld by the Committee of
Vaisand Means it $14,WW,000, it being $521,000 less than
he estimates wot in by thr brati* of departments fur Um
¦aval MrVMM. He stud that the committee did not thiak
t proper Ui insert a provision in the bill pr^ iding ,ur the
uiiii-firmmri xtvk* ioMniiidi M nek provmioa* ba4bM
Mr M fcCDOX Al.l> submitted an amendment extending<ka uruvisions of the irt of April 31. 1*1*. increasing the,7v of ihe . lerW. employed in tbs \Va»hin-ton (D. CL)\ y-\ mkI iw the emptor*** ot afl other navy-yards of th*

ihf Chtinud, ($» !iiuio'<.)
>TKAfToN submitted an amendment providingthai no llnuor shall be famished as . beverage overruled

Mi ST \NTON uf Tranrw wowjHM*rt by adding
a provision for the (wnirtrtctiou of MtUro frigates win
was verruled 1>T thr Chairman

Mr. S. submitted an amendment providing tor the pur¬
chase of hetup for tbe uee of the nary within the limit* gf

I'nited State*, he considering lhai American heutp ess
superior and just'us cheap as Russian hemp; which was
alao ruled out of order by the Chairman
On motion, the committee rose, and the Hons* ad*

CLAIMS OF TH* OFFICERS OF THK RKVOIXTIOS
ARY ARMY.

The billowing is a copv of the bill which passed the Sen¬
ate on Thursday last, providing for the ttuai RIllHMlt of
ilie claims of the officer* of the revolutionary army, and of
the widow* and orphan children of those whored in the
service :

It.' 11 ,mirtrd be the .S'rMtif. ami /?»*.* tlf Hepre^mNfiitimof
the I'nilrii .Stales of .lownni «» (Wyrwi That
<tao officer* of the army of the revolution, who were entitled
to hitlt pay lor 111* under the resolution, of CoHTM c.l ll.f
twenty-Iir»t of Ootobar, sevenlaaa hundred and eighty, th*
te*. nteeutb of January, neienleen hundred aud eighty one.
the eitrhlh «f May, tevi uteen hundred and eighty-««e, auvi
the eighth of March, -venleen hundred sud eighty-IH*,
,b»tl be entitled to receive the same, although .uch olflew
mav have received, in lieu thereof, the commutation oC fWI
pay fill five year*, under the resolution of Congrws of
the twenty-second of March, .eventeen hundred aud eightj

Si'* 'J Am/ be it further *mi<i»U, That it shall be tie iluti
of the proper accounting officer of the treasury, when »

to for that purpose by AMT on# who by thin am i« *au-
tied to receive, or hi* or her guardian, to ascertain wh.t |*
due to such oilicar, from the time be became entiUed to tb.
.aid hall |>av uutil hi* death, if that occurred before tb* third
day of March, eighteen hundred and twenty tlx Mt if lie
died atter that time, then up to the said third day of aarrti
eighteen hundred and twenty-si*.

..... .Sic :i .IsiV be >' ferthn rna,inl. That it shall be iheduti
of the Secretary ol the Treasury, when the amount due U.
any ollicer ha- been ascertained, a* .foresaid to pay ik,
same as hereinafter directed, after deducting therein.,n th.
amount received for commutation, under the resolution ,.1
the twenty-second of March, seventeen hundreil and tight*
,hr 4 \,.i ht if fnrtSrr rnii.lnl, That tho*e officer* «to
were entitled to receive half-pay tor Hfe. under the re«.lu-
tious aforesaid, aud did not receive the.snu.or Uiecommau
lion in lieu thereof, shall he paid on establishing their ngbu
to the satisfaction of thessol accounting offloer ot the irv».
ury, and the Secretary ol the Treasury shall pay the taint
out of any money in the treasury.
Six u.f " f'trtktr mnctrU, I hat <h« hall pay ;ur

.even 'years, promised by the rsaolution of Congresao th.
twentv-fourth of August, seventeen hundred and eighty, lotht
widow* and orphan children of those officer* who died in lb.
service, shall in like uianner he paid, 011 proof In the satiifM
tioii ol tint »R»ti accounting ollicwr. And the benefit of th#
Hit! resolution, or the t«r«ntT-fmirUi of Anguit.
hundred and eighty, .hall he emended to the widow andl«
phan children ol all officer* who were killed in battle or dls.
Ol wounds rev ived in battle, whether «uch offiow bebng«d
to the continental line, or any Milunu-er c«»rp. called into t*r-
vice under the authority of any State but no payment shall
be made under this clause, except to those tpeclally dewntwd
in the »ftid resolution of the twenty-fourth <»t August, nefen
teen hundred and eighty.
Sgc {], Ami br, it further enadmi, That Itahftll be the diU

of the Jiecreierv of War, under the direction, and with Ik*
approbation of'the ('resident of the I'nited States, to prtn'-i ibe such rules of evidence as may he necessary to carry
into ert'eot the provisions of this act. according to it. truv 11
tent and meaning.

, .. ,,,Sei " Aud br it further enacted, 1 hat all payment* tutu*
bv authority III this act -hall he w ithout interest.
Sc H. A>,<! bo it further marttd. That in evsry C*M tit

said accounting ollicer, before he shall order any claim u> bt
paid, shall reouire salislactory proof that the person or pvrions, in whose name the tame baa been presented, it or irt
the 6»«a Atl* owner or owners thereof, and that th» cl*ini liu
not been sold, transferred, pledged, or mortgaged, or <ajrpart thereof, to auv person or persons whomsoever ; mkI til
tales, trailtilers, mortgages. Or pledges ol any sueli cluiint, tit
hereby declared void and of no effect whaleyer.

Ski II And br .' ffUfr marttd, That tlii. act shall mil
extend to the case of anv officer or hi. representatives, «b«
have received either half pay for life or commutation in iwa
thereof, under any special act of Congresi.
Sac. 10. And ir if futtkrr mmrted, That all person* sh

shall apply and receive the benotit ol this act, shall recnv»
the same in lull satisfaction of all claim., under any oflh»
resolutions of Congre.s hereinbefore recited, and for all low
alleged to have b«-eii .ustained by depreciation in th* fia* '1
the certificate* received at commutation under the rMoluUon
of Congress of the tweuty-.econd March, »evente-n h""ir«i

*'sic"ll'. And he it further rnat^etl, That all claim* whW
,|,all be allowed under th* ttrst and fourth sectlont of «bto
act shall be paid to the officer if alive, and il he be d.ad in
his widow aud children equally, and If there be no wid^vliving, then to hit child or children; the >tue of any to
ceaaad child taking among them the .bare of their dectuei

And be it further enatted, That this act aball c-«
tinue and be of force for the term often year, and no '""(t"
a ad all claims not presented with the evidence for il* tJjuQi
cation within that time shall be forevflr barred.

Sec. 15. And br it further enaetni, That the d"0i*u»n cn um
accounting otliccr thall be final and eoncluaire.

A visit ro Loan Raolsx..The Rev. C. S. Rigbter, wbo
loft Xen York a few months tincc for ConMantino|>lr. m
an agent for the American Hible Society, ha* found l»i
way to the seat of yvar, and 1ms speot some day* at <hr
camp before Sebaalupol. He haK written an inter**ti#|
letter from that encampment to the editors of the Observe,
in which he thna (peaks of a visit which he paid lu Lord
linglan .

" I then proceeded to heudquarteis, and talli-d u|*'«
Lord BagUw in helmlf of the American Bihl* SoeiH?
He received me very kindly, aud invited me to dine wi-"
him on ibe following day. At his table 1 h»d the. pl<«-
ure of meeting the officers of his slntF, and an Knglith ladr.
the Hon. Miss Derrvuiiui, who htul come to the Criae* to
visit her brother, a young officer wounded at InkfrmtMi
His lordship naked toe ma.ny quexlioiis alanit Amerua, «t!
whs much interested, as they'all were, U> know the t«»ui
of Anicricaiin in reference to the war.

'. His lordship lives In a large house appropriated 10 I
pnrtNMe, alniut two miles from the front ramp, and nw jtnius grand style with his suite of apartments, aiia»'*|plate and service. The houses and stithies for Ins Kf"
and horse*, the large marqueesof his tiffiuwi, and tbej**^tents pitcheil around with Hag* Hoattng from tbctS,
quite a miliUiry settlement and a gay scene.

Another letter-writer in the Crimea draw* » ^

teriug picture of his lordship. He says:
" Lord Raglan shows neither idem nor genln*.MJ.*

even euergy He seeius to live in the past rather Us*
meeent, and thinks to supply every want by bis clters^I'eninsular reeoUecl ions, imagining that what wai
leut in lHO'J in Spain aud 1'ortugal niu»t ntsds be tnf
in the Crimea in 1»54 and 1865. Hut, with allhii^"
lections, beseems to forget that imitating a lew pte"
tie* of the old duke iimktu a grent general

utaking snull imparts tlue genius of a Va|ajleon. »* ,r^copy, and is. therefore, as usual, a carieature «' 1 "f .nal Because the duke did not care aljont« M'"' "k
self when it was necessary to do *o, he ex|«»e. hin*»

^ten when it is not wanted.nay, he ei|«wcs hiinwi'
sake of e.\|<o»iug himself, in»ie*<l of <booting bit

^where he could t>esi overlook and direct the actio*.
him myaell, in the Imitieof lukernmiin, occupying. »ni>l
Kreat part of the day. a position where the cocked *.
attracted an unenviable notice from the enein.i .
where, at the same time, nobody could find him. Th* "

was cold au«l h.irsh with hi* soldier* Lord tatf'-m
Catures hiui. and hi* coldio s* assumes the cbaraclef o

difference.'

Thk kbw war aimsrita.A ootemporary, in
sketch of the oew Knglith ministry, thus »peali* ul ""

retary at W ar:
" Lord Panmure, to whom the W ar Uejiartoieiit h*.

mtru.Ud, must be one of those pleasant joke* »'1"
I'aluierstou, even at tb* most serious moment, i* ."

startling tbe world. i>ne of the most incapwbl* «»capable whig ministry which died out in *" ''**
been buried in the north of Scotland, where from *

rak<- he bad turned to religion Before he enter"!
ui. ut he hi^l b*«n tor some years a captain in
Highlanders, winch n»ay possibly have Aarked hi® «"

department He i* a peisonal friend of i.ord 1 slrne
and Is iug .» genial companion, an ardent lover <"
son ot a bird, and a go>si elieerer of Ibe ministry
lirst put in office by l/ord John Bnwell, who
Jer-i»y reiary of the Home Uepariiueut, and *u n*,ll
Se« retary at War. He is brokro in health, ac^osis11

r t" tb«- gout, and Indi'Tou.ly iiiniu'' m>«H'
Tor the offi10 which he has been appointed. He *
Lwr ol tbe Free Church of McotlauU. u> personally i"-
with that community, and owns larg* esmies ii
a Inch S"Oie early Iran,a. lioui with lite Hebrew r*«*
,.ik. t-4 under heavy incumbrance."
Aid a*o coMtoRT roa th* Kutrw army.A

*-longing to one of the highest (amilim in rw
U«ire«to prr*erve a strict inc>>gniui. has pla'»'l
and bottles of port wine at tbe disposal of '

;overnnient for the army ii the Crimea


